
 

 
 

FI LMMAKER SHOWDOWN Ð Tuesday Apr il  17t h, 2007 
 

Call for  Ent r ies 
 
 

The Filmmaker Showdown provides a unique venue for filmmakers of all levels to 
showcase their talent, either as the legend in film they may have become, or as the 

aspiring young filmmaker looking for that big break. With the proliferation of inexpensive 
and user-friendly equipment readily available in the marketplace, participating 

filmmakers will be on equal ground, with nothing more than vision, talent and innovation 
separating the results. Kicking off at the start of the Festival the filmmakers will have 72 
hours to shoot, edit and produce a minimum 3 minute and a maximum 5 minute short 

film. 
 

An esteemed review panel will choose the best films from the anticipated dozens of 
entries to be shown to the public in Whistler BC during a gala evening on Tuesday, April 
17th as part of the TELUS World Ski & Snowboard Festival. One winner, Best  of  Show , 
will be chosen by an expert panel of judges to reap the rewards that this exposure will 
result in. Best  of  Show  w il l  also w in $15,000 in pr izes!  The Filmmaker Showdown 

can provide that once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for a talent waiting to be recognized. 
 
ENTRY 
 
Advance online registration will be available through our website at www.whistler2007.com under 
the Filmmaker Showdown link until Apr i l 1st , 2007 . The entry fee is $50.00 per team.  While 
the filmmakers may register late by attending a mandatory m eet ing on Fr iday, Apr il 13th at  
9am at  t he TELUS Whist ler  Conference Cent re, ADVANCE REGI STRATI ON I S HI GHLY 
RECOMMENDED! Due to the popularity of the Filmmaker Showdown we cannot  guarantee 
registration at that time. Space is limited and entries will be accepted based on availability only. 
Please read rules and regulations at www.whistler2007.com. 
 
For ent ry inquires please contact :  
 
Li l l i Clark  
Event Coordinator Ð Indoor 
Watermark Communications Inc. 
Tel: 604-938-3399 x 27 
Fax: 604-938-3398 
Email: lclark@watermarkinc.ca 
 
 
 



 
 
Rul es and  Regul at ions 
 
 
FORMAT 
 
1. Filmmakers may be individuals or teams. Different individuals may shoot, edit or produce 
segments of the work. However, Filmmaker teams must choose a team Director to attend 
meetings and act as the main contact and liaison with the event producers. 
 
2. Directors must attend MANDATORY DI RECTORS MEETI NG on Fr iday, Apr il 13th at  
9am at the TELUS Whistler Conference Centre to review contest rules and guidelines. The 
contest will begin at 10am immediately after the meeting. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE CLOSER 
TO THE EVENT DATE (www.whistler2007.com) FOR ANY CHANGES IN A MEETING LOCATION. 
 
3. Entrants will have a period of 72 hours to shoot, edit and produce their work. Only work done 
in this time period will be accepted. Submitting work that was shot or produced earlier is cause 
for immediate disqualification. See points 12 & 13 for details on retaining raw footage. 
Filmmakers must keep and provide event producers access to all raw footage if requested. 
Failure to do so will be cause for immediate disqualification. 
 
4. Finished work must be submitted to the Producer’s Office in the TELUS Whist ler  
Conference Cent re no lat er  t han Monday, Apr i l 16t h bet w een 8am-10am. No 
except ions! 
 
5. Entries may be in the form of narrative, documentary, action or experimental work. The 
subject matter is up to each individual team. 
 
6. Entries may be submitted in the following formats: Beta, mini DV and DV. All entries will be 
transferred onto Beta-SP by the Event Producers for screening at the Filmmaker Showdown. Due 
to the variety of equipment that may be used, judges will be directed not  to consider technical 
quality when rendering their decision. 
 
7. Finished work must not be longer than 5 MI NUTES, including credits. No exceptions. The 
minimum length of the film must be no less than 3 minutes. 
 
8. Content must be in accordance with commonly accepted Broadcast Guidelines as work may be 
shown on television and Jumbotron during and after the WSSF. Please refer to 
http://www.cbsc.ca/english/codes/cabethics/ethics.htm for more information. Festival organizers 
reserve the right to determine what is acceptable. 
 
9. Music and narration are acceptable. It is the responsibility of the filmmaker to secure music 
clearance as intended for national television broadcast. Please refer to 
http://www.ascap.com/filmtv/faq.htm for more details on music rights clearance. Festival 
organizers will not be held responsible for any films shown that did not get the necessary music 
rights. 
ALL MUSIC RIGHTS MUST BE SECURED PRIOR TO THE FILMAKER SHOWDOWN. A Music Release 
Form must accompany your entry.  Regretfully, no film will be considered for the final Showdown 
if music rights have not been cleared. 
 
10. Films must be free of sponsorship titles and billboards. 
 
11. A limited number of lift tickets and authorized press passes will be made available to the 
teams. The final quantity is at the sole discretion of the Event Producers. Please note that the 
quantities are very restricted and subject to availability. 
 



12. An independent industry review committee will review all entries and choose minimum of 6 
and maximum of 12 final pieces to be screened at the Filmmaker Showdown, Tuesday, April 17th, 
2007. The review committee will flag films that they believe to be shot outside the 72 hours 
period and will contact the filmmaker in question to review raw footage. 
 
13. All Filmmakers must retain all raw footage and be prepared to make this footage available at 
the discretion of the Event Producers, at any time. Failure to do so will be cause for immediate 
disqualification. 
 
14. All work must be shot within a 100 square kilometer radius of Whistler Village.  Failure to do 
so will be cause for immediate disqualification. 
 
FI NALI STS AT THE SHOWDOWN 
 
1. The Event Producers reserve the right to determine the number of films shown during the 
Filmmaker Showdown. The final number will be based on the recommendation of the Film 
Review Panel. The finalists, whose works are chosen to be screened at the Showdown, will be 
notified no later than the morning of April 17th. Directors or a team designate must be in 
attendance to present their work. It is the responsibility of each filmmaker team to ensure that 
the Event Producers have appropriate contact information for this notification. All participants are 
encouraged to attend the Filmmaker Showdown gala evening on April 17th.To that end, each 
team will receive limited number of complimentary tickets to the event. 
 
2. There will be a short break between films for set up and instructions. The Director or team 
designate will be given a 5-minute warning in order to be on standby to introduce their work. 
Filmmakers may choose to relinquish the right to introduce their film, but must inform the 
Producers prior to the gala screening. 
 
3. The order of presenting filmmakers is determined by a random draw. Finalists will be notified 
of their presenting order prior to the event. Filmmakers may not trade positions once the order 
has been determined. 
 
EQUI PMENT 
 
1. Filmmakers may submit work in any of the following formats, Beta-SP, mini DV or DV. All work 
will be transferred onto Beta-SP for screening. 
 
2. Films will be presented onto multiple screens during the Showdown. 
 
3. The Director will have use of a microphone and has no more than ONE MINUTE prior to the 
start of the presentation to introduce their work. 
 
4. A state of the art sound system will be used. Due to the high quality sound system the 
filmmakers are encouraged to consider the quality of their music production. Please note that 
MP3 files due to their high compression are not appropriate quality to be used. 
 
JUDGI NG AND AWARDS 
 
1. A panel ranging in size from 5-7 judges will be selected by the TELUS World Ski & Snowboard 
Filmmaker Showdown Event Producers and Festival Office team to select the Best of Show. The 
Event producers reserve the right to alter the judging criteria PRIOR to the start of the Filmmaker 
Contest. The f inal j udging cr i t er ia w il l be rev iew ed dur ing t he Advance Meet ing on 
Fr iday, Apr il 13th. 
 
2. Judges will take no notes during the presentations and will not discuss presentations with 
anyone, including other judges, until after their final decision(s) have been reached. 
 



3. At the conclusion of the final presentation, judges will cast a single vote for Best of Show using 
only their best opinion. There are no pre-determined criteria for casting votes. The judges will 
render their decision based on overall impression of film. 
 
4. Judges will write their choice for Best of Show on a ballot and a count will be made. The count 
and each judge’s voting record will be kept confidential among the judges. 
 
5. A filmmaker must receive at least three votes to win. If no filmmaker receives three votes in 
the first round, all judges will re-vote until a winner is selected. There will be no discussion 
among the judges during this time about the presentations. 
 
6. No other awards will be given and no other ranking will be established. 
 
7. In the event of any unforeseen circumstances or anything not covered by the rules, the judges 
will decide by majority vote. Their decision(s) are final and may not be appealed. 
 
8. The TELUS World Ski & Snowboard Festival will decide on any unforeseen circumstances or 
anything not covered by the rules that could have significant financial and/or legal consequences. 
Such decisions will supersede any ruling by the judges. 
 
9. The TELUS World Ski & Snowboard Festival reserves the right to show all entries in a post 
event television show. 
 


